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May 4, 2007

VIA: Blectronic filing

Hon. Vernon A. Williams

Secretary
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S.W. Gi:'-?-ﬂh-;-l‘l‘::f--ﬁ? «ngs

Washington, DC 20423
!
Re:  Finger Lakes Railway Corp. - .
Abandonment Exemption - Yates County, NY auake Becord
STB Docket No. AB-1005X
Suppliement to Environmental/Historic Report

Dear Secretary Wlihams:

This letter serves to supplement the Environmental/Historic Report ("the Report") that
was filed in this proceeding on April 13, 2006 by Finger Lakes Rallway Corp. ("FGLK"). After
the Report was filed, we received the attached additronal responses from the US Department of
the Amy {Corps of Engineers), and New York Natural Hentage Program. The responses
require no action on the part of the FGLK, and do not affect any of the conclusions set forth in
the Report.

FGLK alsc received the letters from the Town of Benton and from Friends of the Outet,
Inc. regarding the ultimate disposition of the rnight-of-way after the abandonment. FGLK has
not yet determined what it wil! do with the property.

Also enclosed are copies of the advertisement and Proof of Publication from The
Observer (Yates County, NY). As stated in the Report, and confirmed by the Proof of
Publication, the Notice was published on Aprll 4, 2007,

Respectfully,

A T
"ll’-.lfll’{

Enic M. Bocky -
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Service List - STB Docket No. AB-1005X

Yates County Industrial Development Agency
Attn: Jeff Gifford, Charman

One Keuka Business Park, Suite 104

Penn Yan, New York 14527

Ontario County Pathways, Inc.
PO Box 996
Canandaigua, NY 14424

New York Department of Public Service
3 Empire State Plaza
Albany, New York 12223-1350

Director of Real Estate

New York Department of Transportation-
50 Wolf Road

Albany, NY 12232

Att: Phil Healey

Director
Attenton: SOTE-SA

Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command

Transportation Engineering Agency
720 Thimble Shoals Blvd., Ste. 130
Newport News, VA 23606-4537

National Park Service
National Center For Recreation
and Conservation
Org. Code 2220
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240-0001 .

Chern Espersen

Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program
Nanonal Park Service

1849 C Street, NW (Ory Code 2235)

Washington, DT  20240-0001

Office of Clvef of Forest Service
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Auditor’s Building

201 14th Street S.W. and Independence Ave., S.W.

Washington, DC 20250



New York Department of Environmental Conservation
625 Broadway
Albany, NY 12233

New York Department of Environmental Conservation
6274 E. Avon-Lima Road
Avon, NY 14414-9519

New York Department of State
Division of Coastal Resources
41 State Street

Albany, NY 12231

Robert N. Multer

Chairman

Yates County Legislature
417 Liberty Street

Penn Yan, New York 14527

Sarah Purdy

County Administrator

417 Liberty Street

Penn Yan, New York 14527

Robert Clark

Benton Town Supervisor
1000 Route 14A

Penn Yan, New York 14527

Region 2

Environmental Protection Agency
Jacob K. Jawts Federal Building
290 Broadway

New York, NY 10007

US'Fish and Wildlife Service
Northeast Regiona! Office
300 Westgate Center Drive
Hadley, MA 01035-9589

US Fish and Wildlife Service
New York Feld Office

3817 Luker Road

Cortland, NY 13045

U.S. Asmy Engineer Divisicn
Great Lakes & Ohio River Division
550 Main Street

Room 10,032

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202-3222



Northeast Region

Regional Director

Nahonal Park Service

L.S, Custom House

200 Chestnut St., Fifth Floor
Phiadelphia, PA 19106

USDA Natural Resources Conservalion Service
5601 Sunnyside Ave.

Mailstop 5410, Room 1-1290A

Beltsville MD 20705-5410

USDA Natural Resources Conservat on Service
441 Satina Street

The Ga.lenes of Syracuse

Suite 354

Syracuse, NY 13202

Mr. Richard A. Snay

Chief, Spatial Reference System Div.
United States Dept, of Commerce
NOAA, N/NGS2

SSMC3, Room 8828

1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910

New York State Histonc Preservation Off.ce
Peebles Island Resource Center

P.O. Box 189

Waterford, NY 12188-0189

U.S. Army Engineer Division

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers- Buffalo District
Auburn Field Office

7413 County House Road

Auburn, New York 13021

Michael L. Allen

New York State Department of Environmental Conservalion
Division of Fish, Wildlife & Marine Resources, Region 8
6274 E. Avon-Lima Road

Avon, NY 14414-9519

Doug Bernhard

New York State Department of Ervironmentat Conservation
Division of Lands & Forests

Region 8

7291 Coon Road

. Bath, NY 14810



Steve Young

New York State Department of Environmental Conservaticn
Dmsion of Lands & Forests

Region 8

New York Natural Heritage Program

625 Broadway

Fitth Roor

Albany, NY 12233-4757

New York Natural Heritage Program
625 Broadway, 5% Floor
Albany, NY 12233-4757

Friends of the Qutlet, Inc.
PO Box 65
Dresden, NY 14441
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY / )19/ ,17
U.3. ARMY ENGINEER DIVISION, GREAT LAKES AND CHIO RIVER “ij 1 {:
CORPS OF ENGINEERS
50 MAIN STREET, ROOM 10032
CINCINNATI, OH 46202-3222

APR 1 4 2007

CELRD-PDS-P

Gollatz, Gnffin & Ewing
Attorneys at Law

Attn: Ms Leanore D. Bellis
213 West Miner Street
West Chestar, PA 18381

SUBJECT: Finger Lakes Railway Corporation Abandonment Exemption STB Docket
No. AB1005 (X)

Dear Ms Bellis:

We have reviewed the information provided in your February 5, 2007 letter and
enclosures and have no objections to the proposed abandonment of the referenced
railroad line. No permils will be reguired from the Corps of Engineers as there are no
Section 10 navigable waters within the specified mileposts So Jong as no fill or debris
is placed within any wellands or waterways adjacent to the existing raiiroad bed, we
have no reason to believe that the abandonment will have any significant environmental
effect.

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Bill White at (513) 684-2225. The
notification to us of the proposed abandonment by your client 1s greatly appreciated.

a2/

BRUCE A. BERWICK
Brigadier General, U.S Army
Commanding

—— i E— o — — —



New York Natural Heritage Program
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Wednesday, Amil 1§, 2007

Holly { - Thoelke

Reul Estate & Industiial Development Manager
[inger [ akes Rallway Corp

P O. Boa 1099

CGeneva. NY 14456

Dear Ms Thoelke
I recened mtormation aboul the abandonment exemption for the rathoad fiom Penn Yan w
Bellona and the hst of hustorical 1ase plants that were coilected i the area  Alt of the plasts in

question are wetland pras that woukd be uaaffected by the ral removal method you described

Sin.crely,

Sk spres”

Stephen M Young
{ hiet Botanisl

Fxnacted wg cvond Dawhawour o € o 0 1=atooe of Ngw Yok 5 Pemderve vty




THE TOWN OF BENTON

HHN) i{oute 14A
Penn Yo, New York 145279107
315-536 7236

B

SR

April 12, 2007

Mr. Michael Siaith, President
Finger Lahes Ralway Corporation
I.O. Box 100

Geneva, New Yoih 14456

Pear Mr, Smuth-

Yhe Wutkins Glean - Penn Yan hine of the Finger [ akes Railway
Corporation is in the process of ubandonment.  You have asked for ideas ot
what 1o do with the abandoned property created by the removal of rails and

lies

The Benton-Town Bourd aneamuuisly recommends that the vacant property
revert back (o the adjoining landowner, either by sale or by sunple transfer

I'his would ensure that the laxable value and revenue would continue to
benziit our ownship Tt would relicve us rom any potential habuity and
maintenance problems tn the future

Sincercly,

Fovwn of Bemon - Supervisor

cu. Yates County [DA

—_—— -



FRIENDS OF THE OUTLET, INC. ontlestraik@hotmall.com
P.O. Box 65, Dresden, NY 14441 wiww. keukaoutlettrail.net

“Ta protect und nreserve, inke to lake uad rim 1o rign™

April 10,2007

Michael Smath. President

I"inger Lakes Railway

400 Bonder Crty Road
Geneva, NY 14456

Dear Mr. Smith,

1 am writmg concenug disposition of the rarlroad (nteks between Peon Yan and Bellona T erge you to
consider converting this segraent of the track bed into a muluple-use tral.

For several years, [ have heen tafking with vanous people about the idea of converting the track bed into a
muitiple-use trail, and I've discovered that T am certainly not the first ur the only person (o have this dea.

Betore Stove Isaacs left the Yates IDA, T spoke with him about it; and he seemed to be very favorable
wwards the idea. ln addition, as you may know, the Yates IDA is the sponsor of a TEA-2}

‘I rausporiglion Enhanceinent Cirant we received to repair the Keukn Outlet Trasl {(KOT). the County's
premier ruil irail and muthple-use 1rail, and the Yales 1DA Boan) made a sigruficant donation to the
project; so | belicve it's tair fc assume that the Yates IDA recognizes the importance of
transportation/recreation irails to the cconomy and hife of this community.

1 also promoled the idea with Barbara M. Pinckney, President of the Board of Yates Cultural and
Recreaticnal Resources Cenler (YCRRC), because the property donated to the YCRRC by the Maeske
farmly 15 immediately adjncent to the trachs; und my thought was that the YCRRC could provide an easy
connecting trail to the track bud, where members (as well as everyooe else) could vse the track bed trml
for outdoor exercine. (I am sure we could find other access points, as well).

I also spoke with Yates County’s Interim Plannier and then with our new Planaer, Chris Wilson, about the
idea, and, as I recall, Chris was very cathusiastic about the concept. Chris has been a sirong supporter of
our work on the Keuka Outlet 1ratl and is. [ hitow, very interested in expanding the trail “system™ within
the County,

It this scgment of the railway were (o be converted into a multiple use trail, it would be a groat benelit to
the resudents of the Crunty, county business. and our many {ounsl visitors. The trail would be
particularly beneficial to the Mennonito folks in the Renton area, who muost nde: their hikes on NYS 144,
The trail would help decougest NYS 14A and would provide a pleasanl, efficient, and safe altemutive
transportaison route. Once in the Village of Penn Yan, the rail traif users ¢could castly connect to the

. Keunka Qutlet Trail, by a relatively shurl walk ar ride on back Villogoe streets. Providing additional sule
hiking and biking mules would also be remendously appealing to our tounists, who want recrentional
alternateves wlnle tioy are spending therr weeks renting cottages here. Iastly, this would be a big help
toward connecting Yates County tails northward to the Ontano Pathways' trails.



We estimate that we Eave around 9000 visits to the Keaka Oatlet 1l every vear  (Qver 3000 visitors
stget in anpually, ang (he standard rule of thumb for caiimating use of a sunpie Inking trail is to multiply
the number of sign-ina.hy three, which probably underestimates the use of a mohiple-use rail ) The tril
is cherishod by the commuaity and highly valued by visiturs A recent survey of adjacent landowners (by
a gradunie studeat from the College of Environmental Science and Forestry, at Syracuse University)
showexl Lhat perceptions and atitudes toward the Outlet Traib are more positive now thil when the trail
was first proposed, and perceptions and attitudes are, on the whole, very favorable. Our trail is heavily
used by the Meanonite Community T would have no reason to think that the regicnal community and our
tourist visitors would be any less happy with, and supportive of, a trail inade from the abanduned Finger
Lakes Railway section between the Viilage and Bellona.

| am sure there are many folks who would be wilbing to assist with converting Lhe track bed mito &
multiple use trail  The County could manage it, or if they did ot wish to take it on, | am guite confident
that 4 not-for-profit group could be foimed to do so. The Friends of the Outlet, Inc., is 8 501-«-3
organization and Jand trust which ownts and manages 3.7 miles of the Keuka Outlet Trail (the Viltage of
Penn Yan owns the remaining 1 3 nules); end 1 suspect a strular group could be organized (o champion
this new raul trail. Altcrnatively, perhaps the YCRRC, smice it is niready an ipcorporated not-for-profit
and has land adjacent (o dhe track, couid receiv¢ the track bed and oversee the tinul  Finally, ss o fallback
alternative, perhaps the Friends could accept the track bed, as we did Yor the KOT wihen the County
“bargain sold™ it o us (for $1), and help dovelop it into 4 trail. The Friends have owned and managed a
“raul trail” for aver ten ycars; we know how to build and repair trail; we kinow a little bil abouf how (o get
grants to develop trails (as well us to mamtain them): and } am sure that severnl of us in the Frionds group
would be willing to help, whatever ownership and mmanagement arrange menis are csiablished.,

Every day il seems you reaud in the papers about comnrunities developing truls. Just ioday, for example,
there was an article in the Rocinvier D&C about developmg a trail along tha Unatka Creek cornidor
(Wyoming County). A new biail is onder development in Victor; & truil from Geneva to Montezuma has
been proposed. Most communities now recognize that trails add greatly {o the residents’ quality of life,
and, by allracting or serving visitors who purchase goods, services and ludging from community
businesses, provide an cconomic benefit In my apinton, it would be a treniendous and tragic loss for the
community if this segment were to be sold o private property owners,

Thank you for considering this iden. Please let me know what | may do to further it along

Sincerely,

/7 "
l; I T, fotnde &
éﬁ J. Rumnicl, Ph.1>.
Past President

96 Espcranza Drive
Keuka Park, NY 14478
{315) 536-9484

ljeaswn, gEpudiunner.cone

Xc: Sieve Isnaca
Doreen Jensen, Admimistrative  Assistant, Yates IDA
Barbara M. Pinckney, Presideat of the Board, Yates Culiural and Recreational Resources (Cunler
Dan Spence, Presudont, Friends of the Qutlet, Ing.
Chris A Wilson, Yaies County Planner

=



_Setts, Gy By

Proof of Publication
The Qbsctver
Sinle of New Yurl, Counly ol Yales 5.3

George'Lawson
Or
Debin Lavson

Debra Luwson
O1 Duinice, Yutes Counly, Leing sworn doth depoge and say Urat he/she iy an
Officer of The Observer, a public newspaper published in anid County, w
Aixd thul the notice, of which e unsexed ig a printed vopy cut from said
newspmper,was piinled and published in the regular editions and lssucs of
. Soid newspaper [ weck, commcncing on gﬂé 7_ond ending
on__ /e .
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LINDAM BAILEY
HOTAFY PUBLIC #4£04601
STATE OF N¥ CO OF SCHUYLER
COMMISSION CXPIHLS SEPT 8,204%
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Legal Notices may be submitted by fax
@ 607-243-5833
or by email @ theobserver@citlink.net
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